
 

RESOLUTION in Support of Loretta Capeheart and Academic Freedom 

Background: A Fight for Academic Freedom and Whistle-Blower Protections 

Loretta Capeheart is a 10‐year tenured professor at Northeastern Illinois University and a 
respected union and community activist. She recently sued NEIU for defamation and for 
denying her a chair position and performance pay increases—all because of her activism 
on behalf of students and faculty. A federal judge concluded that under the Supreme 
Court’s 2006 Garcetti v. Ceballos decision, public university faculty have no right to 
free speech in their work or regarding their workplace and may be sanctioned for 
their speech by an employer.  On September 29th, 2012, the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals 
overturned parts of the lower court's decision.  
But in another dangerous precedent, an Illinois judge used the Illinois Citizen Participation 
Act (CPA) to grant immunity to NEIU and its vice president, Melvin Terrell, from slander 
and defamation charges. The CPA was passed to protect citizens who speak out publicly 
against powerful corporate and governmental interests. Unless overturned on appeal, this 
ruling will make Professor Capeheart liable for the university’s legal expenses in addition 
to her own, which have exceeded $100,000, and will set a chilling precedent that any 
individual who speaks out against a corporate or governmental entity in Illinois—and in 
other states whose courts follow suit—could be sued for slander and held liable for the 
corporation or government’s legal tab.  

In Garcetti, the Supreme Court stripped most government workers of their rights to speak 
in the workplace but made a footnoted exception for professors. In deciding against 
Capeheart, the lower court effectively ignored this footnote and left workers with fewer 
rights. Other federal courts have similarly misapplied Garcetti. 

Part of the NEIU administration’s strategy is to bankrupt Loretta and intimidate anyone 
else from standing up to them. As Capeheart observes, “The recent decision that my 
attempts to regain my dignity and security were frivolous attempts to silence public 
engagement will not only damage me personally, but my family and my community… 
This punishment robs my family of its future and my community of its rights to engage in 
public debate.” 

The Justice for Loretta Capeheart Campaign has been created to win solidarity for her 
struggle, encourage financial support, explain the political ramifications of Loretta’s case, 
and direct organizing efforts to put pressure on NEIU’s administration to end their assault 
on Loretta and academic freedom more generally. More information is available at 
www.justice4loretta.com.  



 
RESOLUTION 

 
Whereas,  
the freedom of faculty to voice their views in teaching, research, and public life is critical 
to their role and to the University’s mission; and 
whereas, 
the Capeheart case is a defining one on the matter of defending academic freedom and free 
speech; and 
whereas, 
the dangerous application of the Garcetti ruling in Capeheart v. Hahs et al. is of national 
significance in defining faculty rights across the US; and 
whereas,  
United Academics-University of Vermont (AAUP/AFT local 3203) has as one of its stated 
goals to ensure that our voices are heard on decisions that affect us at the state, university, 
or departmental level,  
be it resolved that 
United Academics-University of Vermont (AAUP/AFT local 3203) endorses and supports 
Capeheart in her fight against Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU); and make this 
endorsement publicly known. 
Resolved on this day, Wednesday, October 3 
by the 
Executive Council of United Academics                                                


